
Welcome to PS 154! 
Recognized as one of “New York City’s 

best public elementary schools” * 

PS 154 is a small, high-achieving, culturally 

diverse school where the staff knows each 

child by name. Our dedicated school staff is 

supported by an active parent community, 

which includes professional and commercial 

artists, musicians, writers, and scientists. Our 

shared commitment is to our children, whose 

stories, poetry, reports, math projects, and 

artwork, are proudly displayed in every hallway 

and classroom. 
 

We emphasize hands-on learning and 

integrated teaching across subject areas 

We supplement the mandated DOE 

curriculum in ways that bring both traditional 

and progressive “best practices” into every 

classroom. Our reading and writing instruction 

balances immersion in literature with a solid 

grounding in fundamental skills. In math, our 

children learn basic facts while developing 

problem solving strategies. We teach social 

studies and science using an inquiry-based 

approach; both are tied into the literacy and 

mathematics programs. Our arts programs 

bring the visual and musical arts into our 

children’s school experience. 

* New York City’s Best Public Elementary Schools, 
 by Clara Hempel, 2nd Ed. 

 
 
Our curriculum serves students of all abilities 

We support those who are struggling while 

also challenging high-achievers. Through the 

workshop model, which combines large-group 

lessons with small-group and individual work, 

teachers can tailor literacy and math 

instruction to the needs of each child.  

 

Each class is made up of children of varied 

abilities and interests, emulating the rich 

diversity which makes our community and our 

world so dynamic. 
 

Our collaborations with community 

institutions take learning out into the world 

Through programs led by the Prospect Park 

Alliance and the Audubon Center, the nearby 

park becomes a living science classroom. Visits 

to the Brooklyn Museum connect creativity, 

history, and culture. Students enjoy fieldtrips 

to the New York Hall of Science, The American 

Museum of Natural History, and many other of 

the city’s unique cultural treasures. 

 

PS 154 values parent involvement 

Our Family Fridays program invites families into 

every classroom once a month to share their 

expertise and interests; parents have led 

origami workshops, played math games with 

kids or simply read to their children.  

 

The PTA and school collaborate to provide 

inspiring enrichment programs both during the 

school day and after school.  This year’s 

programs included art, band, capoeira, chess, 

chorus, dance, math-through-art, martial arts, 

theater, origami, percussion, Shakespeare-in-the-

Schools, sports, and yoga. 

 

Parents and the PTA also run and fund a Meet 

the Author program, which brings talented 

children’s book authors and illustrators into 

every classroom. 

 

Our Music Program is also fully funded by the 

PTA and brings the sounds and grooves of live 

music to PS 154. The emphasis for the 

students throughout the school will be to 

reach a level of proficiency in rhythm and tonal 

development and music appreciation. Older 

students, 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders will 

continue the educational process with 

instrumental instruction and the added goals of 

note recognition, improvisation skills, and 

simple composing skills. 



CARING SCHOOL COMMUNITY 

 School-wide community building program 

to teach fairness, helpfulness, caring for and 

respecting others. 

 Cross-age buddy program where older 

children collaborate with younger children 

to create lasting mentor/mentee 

relationships. 

SCIENCE  

 Dedicated science room equipped for life 

science, earth science, and natural science 

study. 

 We do what scientists do! Students 

observe, sort, classify, dissect, design, 

develop and research while involved in 

exciting scientific activities. 

TECHNOLOGY 

 Computer lab with iMac computers  

 Computers in every classroom 

 Smart boards in the computer lab and in 

most classrooms 

 Students learn computer-based research, 

Microsoft Office including PowerPoint, and 

other computer skills. 

ARTS & MUSIC 

 Full-time visual arts teacher  

 Dedicated studio art space  

 Music in every grade  

SPECIAL NEEDS 

 On-site speech and OT 

 K, 1st, 2nd , 3rd, & 4th grade ICT  

 

 

PTA-FUNDED IN-SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

 Annual Poetry Extravaganza 

 Author Visit program 

 Ballroom Dance 

 Book Fair 

 Chess in the classroom 

 Enrichment Assemblies 

 Dance/Movement 

 Music program 

 Shakespeare in the Schools 

 Garden 

PTA AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

 Art  

 Band  

 Chorus 

 Drama  

 Chess club 

 Martial arts 

 Origami 

 Soccer 

 Theatre 

 Yoga … and many more! 

COMMUNITY-BUILDING EVENTS 

 Boo Bash Autumn Festival 

 Winter Festival 

 Spring Carnival 

 Movie Nights 

 
 

OUR MISSION 

PS 154 is a collaborative community that is 

committed to inspiring curiosity, integrity, 

independence and academic excellence in our 

children.   

 

We do this by encouraging exploration across 

all areas of study and the engagement of the 

cultural institutions of New York City. 

 

 
 

Eric Havlik, Principal 
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www.ps154.org 
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